


• Thrive is an effort to improve the economy, environment, and 
quality of life in the City of Savannah.

• Thrive is both an internal and external call to action.
– Internally the City of Savannah as an organization is working to 

decrease its energy consumption and carbon emissions 15% by 
the year 2020.

– Externally the Mayor and Aldermen have challenged 
Savannahians to sign a pledge; committing to do their part to make 
Savannah a more environmentally sustainable community. The Savannah a more environmentally sustainable community. The 
pledge reads:
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Examples of Savannah’s Current 
Sustainability Initiatives

• Addition of bicycles to the City vehicle fleet

• Litter abatement campaign focused on reducing the 
number of cigarette butts left on City streets and 
sidewalkssidewalks

• Downsizing the City vehicle fleet to include more 
compact and fuel efficient vehicles

• Addition of the nation’s first hybrid streetcar to our 
downtown historic district

• Expanding bicycle and pedestrian access to 
downtown attractions



Local Partnerships
Georgia Tech Enterprise Innovation Institute

– Partnership to improve energy efficiency in City owned facilities. 
Georgia Tech will evaluate each facility and the create prioritized list 
of potential facility improvements contained in the resulting energy 
assessment report. 

Bicycle Friendly Communities
– The City of Savannah is partnering with the City of Tybee Island and 

the Savannah Bicycle Campaign (a local cycling organization) to 
achieve Bicycle Friendly Community Status. 

• A Bicycle-Friendly Community provides safe accommodation for cycling • A Bicycle-Friendly Community provides safe accommodation for cycling 
and encourages its residents to bike for transportation and recreation. 

WaterFirst Community Program
– The Georgia Department of Community Affairs has awarded 

Savannah as a WaterFirst Community for its extensive water 
conservation and reclamation efforts.

• The Department of Community Affairs highlights Savannah as a model for 
a pro-active approach to improving water resource management. 

Partnership for a Sustainable Georgia
– The City of Savannah is a bronze level partner with the Georgia 

Department of Natural Resources’ Partnership for a Sustainable 
Georgia Program. 

• Through this program the State of Georgia will provide free on-site 
technical assistance and training for City staff.



National Affiliations
International Council for Local Environmental Initi atives (ICLEI)

– Local government advocacy organization that provides 
assistance in developing an emissions baseline and local action 
plan to support the City of Savannah’s commitment to improving 
the environment.

Energy Star Program
– Program sponsored by the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy to promote the Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy to promote the 
purchase of energy efficient products and appliances throughout 
the organization.

Climate Communities
– National advocacy organization seeking new federal resources, 

tools and incentives to support local government action to 
combat climate change.

U.S. Conference of Mayors Climate Protection Agreem ent
– Agreement signed by over 140 U.S. Mayors to improve the environmental 

and economic health of their communities through actions such as land-
use planning and urban reforestation projects. 



Next Steps in Reducing 
Savannah’s Carbon Footprint

• Implementing recommendations from energy audits 
on City buildings to determine how best to reduce 
energy consumption in the organization

• Encouraging City employees to use public • Encouraging City employees to use public 
transportation through a cost participation program

• Piloting bio-diesel in our Water and Sewer trucks

• Enhancing public education and public outreach 
measures to promote sustainability in the community



Upcoming Community 
Outreach Activities

• Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) 
and Energy Star training for all 
YouthBuild participants.

• Participation in the Savannah • Participation in the Savannah 
College of Art and Design’s 
Teach-In on Global Warming

• Public Information campaign to 
educate citizens on the specifics 
of our new single stream curbside 
recycling program

• Distribution of free ultra-low flow 
toilets to citizens

325 Ultra-Low Flow toilets were 
distributed during the 2008 Free 
Toilet Giveaway



As the City of Savannah’s Thrive Initiative 
continues to develop, we hope to find 
innovative ways to engage the entire 
community in our sustainability efforts. 


